This article focuses on individual migration and acculturation processes experienced 
Introduction
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To explain the heterogeneity in trajectories and experiences of Moroccan women, I rely on ecological systems theory (Bronfenbrenner, 1979) , which situates individuals in different environmental systems, as well as an intersectional approach (Mc Call, 2005) . After all, for a better understanding of individually experienced acculturation processes, these experiences should be situated within the wider contexts wherein they occur, as well as at the intersections of different social categories such as class, education, ethnicity and gender. Therefore, I investigate how these Moroccan womens' experiences are simultaneously restricted and enabled by their specific contexts. To grasp contextual influences on individual experiences, I
focus on what is considered the micro-system in ecological systems theory, namely the relationships and interactions of an individual with the immediate environment. In this case, that means the neighbourhood, social networks and the women's family.
The possibilities of establishing meaningful contact with the native population might, for example, be restricted because of ethnic segregation within cities or disapproval of such contact by the co-ethnic community and/or family (Martinovic et al., 2011) .
Individual acculturation processes are hence considered to be influenced -but not determined -by broader environments.
Lastly, whereas it is inadequate to explain women's acculturation experiences from the single perspectives of ethnicity and/or gender, an intersectional approach allows to go beyond 'single-axis frameworks' prioritising gender or race/ethnicity (Nash, 2008) . According to Brah and Phoenix (2004: 76) , intersectionality signifies 'the complex, irreducible, varied, and variable effects which ensue(s) when multiple axes of differentiation -economic, political, cultural, psychic, subjective and experimental -intersect in historically specific contexts'. At the individual level, an intersectional approach thus aims to contextualise intersectional subject positions, uncovering the underlying dynamics and multidimensionality of individual experiences at specific moments in time (Heyse, 2010) . The intersectional framework hence allows us to explain variations in individual experiences among the group of Moroccan women and helps to understand the plurality of trajectories and coping mechanisms.
Methodology
This article is based on an exploratory qualitative study, which aimed to map the situation of Moroccan women in Madrid, and was conducted for the International Organization for Migration between March and July 2008. The paper is based on the qualitative section of the research project, consisting of 11 semi-structured in-depth interviews with Moroccan women, as well as the method of unobtrusive observation.
The interviewed women were all between 19 and 55 years old. We initially located respondents through migrant associations and key informants. Thereafter, the snowball method was used to identify the remaining participants. All interviews were * Netherlands Interdisciplinary Demographic Institute (NIDI) / KNAW / UG. mol@nidi.nl processes are most likely also influenced by the attitudes and opinions of the local population towards migrants, which might be influenced, for example, by perceived cultural, ethnic and/or religious differences. Future research comparing and contrasting the narratives of the local population with those of migrants might thus significantly advance our understanding of acculturation processes. Undoubtedly, we need more in-depth research on gendered acculturation processes for a better understanding of the dialectical relation that exists in a migration context between the society of origin and the one of arrival.
